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Predecessor projects:

+

• Socio-economic Sciences and the Humanities – Part 8

• CSA – co-funded by EC
• Duration: 01/2010 – 12/2012 (36 months)

Consortium:

The European Foresight Platform - EFP

http://www.efmn.info/index.php�


The purpose of the EFP

• to give continuity and expand access to foresight information and
knowledge

• … through the building on a network of foresight networks
• … as a central knowledge hub and repository on foresight

related activities in Europe and worldwide
• … on projects, actors and practices
• … as a service to both practitioners and users



What we do

• Systematic mapping of foresight
• Foresight briefs
• Information on good practice
• Policy support
• EFP website
• Community building and website



Mapping of foresight

Creation of a comprehensive
data set of foresight exercises
in Europe and beyond for
empirical analysis on various
types of activities, methods, 
customers, experts, countries, 
clients, results, etc.

This database will be
accessible for the EFP 
foresight community. We invite
all practitioners to provide us
with data on their activities.

The  systematic mapping



Foresight briefs

The aim of the foresight briefs
is to provide in a storyline an 
overview of the methodology, 
the results and the impacts of
important foresight initiatives 
as well as the most important
forward looking studies.

Overview Briefs summarise
foresight activities on Grand 
Challenges

Follow-up Briefs assess the
impact of past foresight
activities

The briefs



www.foresight-platform.eu

The EFP website is a central
tool to connect network
partner to each other and to
create the EFP community.

We invite foreswight
practitioners to become
correspondents and to present
their profile on the EFP 
website so that others can
benefit from their expertise
and publications.

The website



• Setting up a network of correspondents
worldwide

• Policy workshops
• Presentations at key foresight events

around Europe and beyond

Community building
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• The purpose determines the organisational set-up
− EFP as an ‘add-on‘ to funded foresight work

• A visible ‘label‘ is essential to make the community attractive
− You must be proud to be a member or hub! The EFP as a quality label.

• Access and contributions to valuable information and knowledge
− The information provided and th eknowledge generated must have a clear added

value for the members and contributors
− Privileged access as an incentive?

Lessons learnt for community building



Community building

• Combination of physical and virtual interaction
− Personal acquaintance and trust are extremely valuable

• Transition from EC-funded project towards a self-sustaining platform?
− Longer-term EU funding of EFP is not assured, but might continue
− Preparing for a different type of institutionalisation, e.g. offering services to ist  

members and external clients, organising events, trainings etc.

Lessons learnt for community building



Positioning the EFP in EFFLA

• The main ambitions for EFFLA are

− Detect the missing Grand Challenges and Opportunities
− Within the Grand Challenges the EC decides to work on: Detect

the missing research challenges and opportunities
− Advise the EC on how to better use FLAs in policy-making and

embed FLAs in the research and innovation policy process
− Have an impact on the European research and innovation policies

• Using EFP results for the purpose of the EFFLA 

− Diagnosis on how FLAs are organisaed and used within the EC, including
deficits of embedding roles in the decision-making context

− Review of gaps in FLAs and identification of missing levels of granularity
− Advise on good practise how to best engage stakeholders in FLAs
− Explore the needs for Social Foresight
− Insights on relations between national and EU-level FLAs



Thank you for your attention !

Dirk Johann

(dirk.johann.fl@ait.ac.at)
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